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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT   

It is with mixed emotions that I write this 2016 President’s 
report. 2016 was quite a remarkable year for RRG&SA. 
Thanks to all of  you receiving this newsletter, member-
ship in RRG&SA reached an all-time record high! The 
formal dedication of  the Tim Baker Trail took place in 
June with many of  Tim’s family and friends in attendance. 
Outdoor Sporting Heritage Day featured a new look. Led 
by Director Dick Moore, OSHD showcased the training 
and abilities of  sporting dogs. In 2017, archery and bow 
hunting will be the theme for this event. Our Junior Guide 
Program, Strawberry Festival, and Youth Hunt Breakfast 
were all very successful, thanks to the hard work of  our 
volunteers. Last year’s range improvement projects have 
had the desired outcome-a noticeable increase in range us-
age. The rifle/pistol range was selected as a local qualifying 
site for the American Marksman-a new Outdoor Channel 
program which will air in 2017. If  all that wasn’t enough-
the clubhouse got a new roof! 

In 2016, we mourned the passing of  some beloved mem-
bers of  our organization: Past-president Don Palmer (to 
whom this newsletter is dedicated), Harry Cary (“Dean of  
Steep Bank pool”), and long-time volunteers Mike Moroney, 
Ed Inness and Archie Lefebvre. These gentlemen shared 
a common bond- they loved outdoor sports and activities. 
More importantly, they shared their outdoor passion with 
their families and friends. To honor these fine outdoorsmen, 
I am asking each of  the nearly 1000 members of  RRG&SA 
to share your knowledge and outdoor skills with a young-
ster who has not been exposed to wetting a line, camping 
beside a lake, or shooting a bow and arrow. In this way, we 
can insure that our outdoor sporting heritage, which was so 
important to these men, will endure.      
Wishing you and your families a joyous holiday season and 
many fun-filled outdoor adventures in 2017. 

Sheri Oldham

Rangeley Region Guides’ & Sportsmen’s Association
P.O. Box 244

Rangeley, Maine 04970
www.rangeleyoutdoors.com
info@rangeleyoutdoors.com

IN MEMORY OF DON PALMER
by Kevin Sinnett

 

Don teaching his grandson William to fly cast

I met Don (and Stephanie) Palmer way back in the mid 
80’s, soon after Doreen and I purchased our lakefront 
“camp” in Oquossoc.  Like many relationships in a small 
community, it was through our parish, Our Lady of  the 
Lakes, that we became much closer friends when we re-
tired to Rangeley in 2006. 

After a couple treks to some of  Don’s favorite fishing 
holes on the Kennebago River (mostly by bike) and a few 
most memorable evenings shooting my fly (never close 
enough to the rise) from his canoe on Quimby Pond, 
I quickly grew to appreciate how passionate Don was 
about the outdoor resources of  our Rangeley Region.

I felt “selected” when he asked me to join the RRGSA 
Board of  Directors, and during the subsequent years 
of  his presidency, was shocked by how much time and 
effort he put into this volunteer position which includ-
ed preparation for our monthly meetings, oversight of  
a non-profit budget, expansion of  the Club’s facilities 
and programs and my favorite - personal meetings to 
discuss the Club’s Strategic Plan (in Marathon, FL, af-
ter fly fishing for tarpon). Don’s organizational skills 
and personal initiative enabled the Club to thrive dur-
ing his many years as president.

Through all the “business” associated with leading a large 
non-profit organization, Don remained focused on mak-
ing sure the youth of  our Rangeley Community were at 
the forefront of  our efforts.  I’m confident that he is now 
looking down upon our Club, smiling, knowing that his 
efforts made a difference in our little part of  Maine! 



JUNIOR GUIDES PROGRAM
by Elaine Holcombe

Our Junior Guides Program was the proud recipient of  
the prestigious 2016 Teddy Roosevelt Maine Conservation 
Award recognizing the programs “outstanding achieve-
ment by a youth organization”.   

 
The Junior Guide Program, under the long-time, dedicat-
ed leadership of  Stephanie Palmer and Elaine Holcombe, 
current leaders Joyce Fay and Scott Hatfield, and the as-
sistance of  many Club volunteers, has been a benchmark 
outdoor program not only in Rangeley, but all of  Maine. 

As highlighted in the supporting documents submitted for 
this award by Bill Pierce, Executive Director of  the Range-
ley Outdoor Sporting Heritage Museum, “This program has 
done an excellent job of  educating, preserving and protect-
ing the future of  our natural resources while sharing the rich 
outdoor traditions and history of  the region. The program 
has seen past participants return as Junior Counselors who 
volunteer and help indoctrinate new Jr. Guides. In a word....
it has created LEADERS. The children of  Rangeley com-
munity, sometimes from single parent or extremely busy 
families and who may otherwise not had these experiences, 
have benefitted greatly. Parents have witnessed its lasting re-
wards highlighted in the sun-kissed faces and rousing stories 
of  their now-empowered and confident children.” Pierce 
also recognized the commitment of  the Club leadership and 
the dedicated volunteers who make the program possible

  Our 2017 program will start on Monday, July 10th and run 
for six consecutive Mondays. Each year our programs are 
changed to maintain a refreshing curriculum presentation. 

Registration is required, so please mark your calendars to 
contact Joyce Fay at 864-5196 early next spring. 

 

2016 Program participants, counselors, and volunteers

 Junior Guides enjoying their time in Rangeley

YOUTH HUNT BREAKFAST
by Kevin Sinnett

Our annual youth hunting day breakfast continues to 
support our mission of  promoting our hunting heri-
tage.  
This fall, 14 youth hunters (and 12 adults) showed up 
for a hearty breakfast before heading out in search 
of  their white tail deer. With our zone allowing the 
harvest of  “any deer” this season, many of  our youth 
experienced a successful, safe and memorable hunt. 
Congratulations!



RANGELEY SKEET and TRAP ASSOCIATION
by Dave Kretzing      
      
2016 was a busy and exciting year for Rangeley Skeet and 
Trap. Over 300 individuals took part in clay shooting sports 
at the range this year. We welcomed many newcomers and 
were very glad to see returning members and guests. Every-
one seemed to enjoy our new combination trap/skeet field. 

Our July 4th tournament was well attended and will be of-
fered again next year. We introduced an electronic scor-
ing system and sent weekly emails with scoring results to 
members. Many thanks to Scott Hatfield for all his work 
on this project. Enhancements to this system will be in 
place next year. 

We successfully submitted a second federal grant applica-
tion and six new, remotely operated clay throwers arrived 
in early September. We now offer a 5-stand sporting clays 
course in addition to trap, skeet, wobble trap, and our tradi-
tional sporting clays course! This new equipment will also 
provide an opportunity for an instructional clay shooting 
venue while normal range operations are occurring.  

In 2017, we will be a lead-free clay shooting facility. Non-
toxic shotgun shells will be available to members at the range 
for our cost. This change will satisfy the Environmental 
Management Plan requirement for the federal grant funding 
we received to do the major infrastructure construction and 
equipment acquisition over the last two years.   
 

Please remember that your RRG&SA membership allows 
you to shoot at RRSTA at member rates. Please check our 
website www.rrsta.org for further information about our 
2017 events and shooting schedule. 

   
       Ready on the firing line          New Trap Throwers

TIM BAKER NATURE TRAIL OPENS
by Elaine Holcombe

The Rangeley Region Guides and Sportsmen’s Association 
officially opened the Tim Baker Nature Trail on Thursday, 
June 16, 2016. Cathy Baker cut the ribbon surrounded by 
her family. Four years ago, Elaine Holcombe, RRG&SA 

director began the cutting of  the trail and Amanda 
Gardner, DOI/VISTA site director with a 10 member 
AmeriCorps team organized a work schedule, made ap-
propriate changes and completed the trail in Septem-
ber. The 0.4 mile trail is open to the public 7 days a 
week during daylight hours.

 

Pictured left to right: Jason Haskel and son, Thom-
as, Crista Haskel, Cherry Baker and Mark Arsenault, 
Cathy’s son, Andy, Kathy Baker,  little Emmitt Baker 
and Micah Baker. Elaine Holcombe with microphone.

RIFLE AND PISTOL RANGE
by Harold Fay

Another great summer shooting season has come and 
gone for the Rifle & Pistol Range. For anyone who has 
not seen or used the range facility yet, you owe it to 
yourself  to take a drive and check it out. 

The facility is open to the public from 9AM until 1PM 
on the second Wednesday and last Saturday of  the 
month from June until mid-October. On those days 
there are trained Range Safety Officers on duty to en-
sure a safe and enjoyable experience for our guests. 
Club members can use the range at any time provided 
you have range waiver paperwork on file (available at 
the River’s Edge Sport Shop).  

In May, the range served as the regional qualifying site 
for the Outdoors Channel’s American Marksman com-
petition, a nationwide series for amateur shooters. A 
number of  hopefuls showed up to compete from all 
over the state. We had three successful qualifiers, Abi-
gail Hammond in the Junior Division, Mike Frost from 
Stratton, and our very own Sheri Oldham.  All three 
participated in the Northeast Regional Championship 
in West Virginia.



RIFLE AND PISTOL RANGE (Con’t)

We had another great day for our 8th Annual Turkey Shoot 
which was held on Sunday, October 2nd, and a good time 
was had by all participants. In all we had 5 adult and 2 
youth winners who brought home gift certificates for a 
turkey or a ham. The winners in the Adult Division were 
Mike Frost, Bryant Jackson, Wes Jackson, Dave Kretzing 
and Tom Reed. Youth Division winners were Connor Hall 
and Luke Quimby.   Thanks go out to, Bill Brittain, Mari-
anne Erale, Joyce Fay, Dave Kretzing, Ken Lemke, Sheri 
Oldham, and Tom Reed, for their valuable assistance in 
making this a fun and successful event.

The range is all buttoned up for a hopefully mild winter 
and we are anxiously waiting the 2017 shooting season. 
We’ll see you on the firing line in the spring. 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL  
by Joyce Fay

The weather cooperated for most of  the day at the Annu-
al Strawberry Festival in July and the burst of  rain did not 
dampen our spirits.  There were many new vendors this year 
joining the list of  returning artists and crafters. Renee Sopel 
continues to do a great job of  coordinating the craft section 
of  the show. Carol Harvey’s team of  volunteers served up 
our great strawberry shortcake which sold out early.  Our 
grill masters stayed busy offering up a wonderful menu 
which included the ever popular hand cut Guide Fries.  

The success of  this event is made possible with the sup-
port of  all who attend and our wonderful members who 
volunteer their time.  A big thank you also goes out to Mike 
Koob, Mary Anne Tedesco and the Rangeley Fire Depart-
ment for the use of  their properties.  

The festival is always the 2nd Thursday in July, so mark your 
calendar for July 13, 2017.  For more info call 864-5196.

 

OUTDOOR SPORTING HERITAGE DAY
by Dick Moore

Gone to the dogs!!  We had over 60 dogs participating 
in this year’s activities, mostly Sporting breeds. Semi-
nars were held by NAVHDA, Maine Spaniel Field Tri-
al Club, Mid-Maine Retriever Club, and Agility dogs. 
Many dog owners and handlers were on hand to talk 
and demonstrate their various sporting breeds.

  

Our theme for next year’s Outdoor Sporting Heritage 
Day will be archery and bow hunting.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
by Paula Hatfield

I’d like to start by thanking Kathy Brittain for her out-
standing service over the past six years as Membership 
Chair. Her many, many hours of  volunteer service have 
helped us grow our membership to where we are to-
day. Bill Brittain also deserves our sincere appreciation 
for his service in the financial and technical aspects of  
club membership, in addition to serving on the RRGSA 
Board. While they hope to enjoy a bit more free time, 
Bill and Kathy will continue to be valuable resources to 
our club and the wider Rangeley community.  

This year saw RRGSA membership grow to almost 1000 
members as of  late October! We couldn’t have done 
this without the support of  our many long-time mem-
bers, in addition to the new members we welcomed into 
our organization this year. We value each of  our mem-
bers and their commitment and efforts to help us to 
conserve, protect, and restore the fisheries and wildlife 
populations of  the Rangeley region. When Scott and 
I retired to Rangeley three years ago, the RRGSA was 
one of  the first organizations we joined. This club is 
an amazing group of  people, with diverse interests and 
skills, who come together to support their community 
and environment.  For many of  us, the friendships that 
develop out at the ranges, fishing pond, monthly meet-
ings, and special projects are one of  the primary ben-
efits of  membership in the RRGSA. I truly hope you 
will renew your membership for 2017. 



MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL (Con’t)
Our membership year runs from January 1 through Decem-
ber 31. In early January you will receive a renewal applica-
tion in the mail.  In an ongoing effort to better serve our 
membership, we are transitioning to new software system 
for membership. This new system will allow us to offer on-
line membership renewal along with online payments. The 
new online renewal capability will help the club by decreas-
ing volunteer effort and will save our members postage and 
time. Of  course, the option to renew your membership by 
mail will still be available. Many members inadvertently fail 
to renew their memberships as things get busy in the Spring. 
By renewing your membership as soon as you receive it, you 
can avoid letting your membership lapse.

All membership dues will remain the same as last year, $25 
for individuals, $30 for family memberships and $10 for in-
dividual senior memberships. If  you are able to renew at a 
higher level, such as contributing/business for $50, sustain-
ing for $100, or sponsoring for $500, it will help us to im-
prove and provide programs and activities for our member-
ship and the community. We are also fortunate to be able to 
offer memberships at River’s Edge in Oquossoc. 

I hope to see you next year at one of  our monthly meet-
ings or events. If  you have any questions regarding your 
membership, please contact me at 
membership@rangeleyoutdoors.com

Special Note from Sheri (President) and Kevin (VP).  It 
is with sincere appreciation that we thank Kathy and Bill 
Brittain for all their oversight and management of  our 
membership data base. Our membership numbers grew 
significantly over the past six years and their personal time 
maintaining our data base, as well as the correspondence 
necessary for membership renewals, became one of  our 
most time consuming “volunteer” positions….thank you! 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
We would like to recognize the following Director’s who 
retired this past year. We appreciate their leadership and 
service to our membership: Kirby Holcombe, Bill Brittain.

This year we welcome three new Directors – Gary Langille, 
Jack Tourtillotte, and Scott Hatfield.

The RRG&SA Board of  Directors  
PRESIDENT – Sheri Oldham
VICE PRESIDENT – Kevin Sinnett 
SECRETARY – Elaine Holcombe
TREASURER – Raymond Roy
DIRECTORS:  Harold Fay, Joyce Fay, Scott Hatfield, 
Kirby Holcombe, David Kretzing, Gary Langille, Nick 
Leadley, Dick Moore, Sam Spaulding, Jack Tourtillotte, 
and Gerry White

2017 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Regular membership potluck supper & meetings are 
held on the 3rd Thursday of  each month. No meeting 
in April. Potluck dinner at 5:30 p.m., followed by Club 
meeting and guest speaker, at the Clubhouse.

o May 20: Rifle & Pistol Range opens for season
o May 27: Shotgun Range opens for season
o June 3: Archery Range opens for season
o June 14: Public Day – Rifle/Pistol Range
o June 19, 20, 26, 27: Hunter Safety Course 
o June 24: Public Day – Rifle/Pistol Range
o July 3: Town Park Event 
o July 4: Shotgun Tournament - Shotgun Range
o July 10: Junior Guides, 6 consecutive Mondays, 
                9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
o July 12: Public Day – Rifle/Pistol Range
o July 13: Strawberry Festival 
o July 20: Annual Meeting (5:30 p.m.)
o July 29: Public Day – Rifle/Pistol Range 
o August 8: Outdoor Sporting Heritage Day
o August 9 : Public Day – Rifle/Pistol Range
o August 17: Annual Cookout/Silent Auction
o August 26 : Public Day - Rifle/Pistol Range
o August 26, 27: Tournament – Shotgun Range
o September  13: Public Day – Rifle/Pistol Range
o September 30: Public Day – Rifle/Pistol Range,      
                             Archery Ranges Close
o October 1: 9th Annual Turkey Shoot – Rifle/  
                   Pistol  Range
o October 11: Final Public Day – Rifle/Pistol Range
o October 21: Youth Hunt Breakfast
o October 29: Shotgun Range Closes
o December 14: Christmas Party

STAY CONNECTED ON LINE
Stay up-to-date on the Club activities by frequently 
visiting our web site: www.rangeleyoutdoors.com and 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/RangeleyRRGSA.   

 

Newsletter Editor – Kevin Sinnett



                          Rangeley Region guides’ & 
                  spoRtsmen’s association
                        p.o. BoX 244
                          Rangeley, maine 04970 

ouR mission is tHe conseRVation,
pRotection and RestoRation oF
WildliFe FoR spoRtsmen,
spoRtsWomen, and FutuRe
geneRations.

yes, i Would liKe to VolunteeR FoR tHe FolloWing  actiVities .... 
please contact me.

 JunioR guides      HaBitat RestoRation      Fund Raising        
 aRcHeRy couRse            social eVents         gRant applications       
 Keeping FisH log  outdooR spoRting HeRitage

name(s)
addRess
toWn    state  Zip
pHone        email

tHanK you FoR youR continued suppoRt!


